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General Background 

This paper is to identify the reasons behind the reluctant participation of youth in 

Palestinian political life by reflecting on the practical political experience, programs and 

internal processes of these parties, as well as examining the level of youth representation 

within their processes. 

This paper will focus on the following parties: (Fatah, the Popular Front, the Democratic 

Front, Fida, the People's Party, the Struggle Front, the Palestinian National Initiative), as 

youth comprise the majority of their members. Moreover, according to the 2017 statistics of 

the Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs, 95% of the new detainees are youth 

and many of them are enrolled in these parties. 

Despite the fact that founders of these parties and members of their central committees 

and political bureaus were all youth and they possess their own student and youth 

frameworks that are somehow independent, there is a lack of youth participation from both 

sexes in the leadership bodies within these parties. Moreover, there are no clear texts that 

define the ratios that govern the participation of youth in these parties, which highly affects 

their expansion and discourse and distorts the democratic process within these parties. 

Political leaders and lack of power circulation 

One can easily identify the great contradiction between the experience of the leaders of the 

Palestinian parties and movements that sparked the Palestinian revolution, which was 

characterized by having youth founders and leadership bodies, and between the monopoly 

of power, which often ends in death or assassination or inability to perform the task due to 

illness. There are very few cases, however, where youth managed to reach out to the 

decision-making level. 

General programs that lack practical tools 

Despite traditional discourses and slogans that promote the vital role of youth and the need 

to tackle their concerns, several programs of the Palestinian parties and movements are 

almost devoid of any explicit reference to enhancing the participation of youth within their 



 

 

leadership bodies or assigning a limited period for senior political leaders to assume leading 

roles within parties to enhance the access of youth into the decision making centers. 

 

 

This paper categorizes the Palestinian parties and movements into: 

Fatah Movement 

A mass movement and the largest Palestinian faction, established by university students. 

Within its mandate, Fatah adopts a modern definition of the revolution and the concept of 

democracy in managing their internal relations. Although Fatah specified the proportion of 

military personnel and professionals in its conferences, no proportion for youth was set. 

Through reflecting on the historical background of the movement, one can observe that its 

founders were from the younger generation and were distributed among higher governing 

bodies. For instance, President Mahmoud Abbas is a founder of Fatah Movement and has 

assumed leadership roles in its central committee before turning thirty years old. 

In addition, the movement has set the conditions for candidacy to the membership of the 

leadership bodies. For instance, 18 has been set as the eligible age of candidacy to the 

membership of the movement and no members are entitled to run for the Revolutionary 

Council before concluding 15 years upon the acceptance of their membership, ie 33 years, 

nor for the Central Committee unless they concluded 20 years of membership, ie 38 years. 

All of the above led to the absence of youth aged less than 40 years old in the Revolutionary 

Council, setting 64-year-old as the average age of members of the Central Committee. 

With regards to the distribution of tasks within the Central Committee, which are referred 

to as commissions, there is no specific commission assigned for youth or women, placing 

tremendous efforts on the student council to assume the responsibility of representing 

youth and engaging them in decision making processes.  

Upon reviewing the internal processes of Fatah, it was found that there is an explicit 

provision determining the proportion of youth and women (30%). However, there are rules 

that do not entitle members to run for the Central Committee before concluding 20 years of 

membership.  

There is also a general observation referring to this, such as Article 6, Item 4 which 

stipulates: "Achieving equality among members. Loyalty, effectiveness, awareness and 

sacrifice shall be the criteria for candidacy, rather than age or precedence”. 

Palestinian People's Party 



 

 

A left-wing Palestinian party that represents all components of society including workers, 

peasants, intellectuals, professionals, men and women. However, there is no clear 

indication to the percentage of youth, although it determines the percentage of women in 

the Central Committee by no less than 25% (Article 6 Item (c)). 

In the lower bodies, specifically when talking about the provincial councils, there is an item 

entitled “student councils”. The seventh chapter deals with the youth within the party, but 

they are viewed as a national sector resource that fulfills the tasks of the party and not as a 

class that must be represented and allocated enough space in the higher leadership bodies. 

Upon reviewing the internal processes of this party, it is clear that item (c) of No. (6) does 

not refer to the representation of youth in higher bodies, as the political bureau. In addition, 

no reference is made to determine the percentage of youth in these bodies. 

Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine 

This party has set 16 as the age of candidacy to the membership of the Central Committee 

and has placed no age restrictions for running to the leading bodies. Although 30 percent of 

youth were appointed to the membership of the Central Committee last year, only one 

member of the 39-year-old political bureau was admitted to the last session. Like other 

movements, this party has a special movement for youth called the Democratic Youth 

Union, which defines the representation of women in their leadership bodies as 23%. 

However, it does not provide a special and binding item in its programs, which defines the 

percentage of youth in its central committee and its political bureau. 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 

Like the rest of the parties and movements, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 

sets a clear reference to the participation of youth in their various bodies. However, they 

limit the age of candidacy. For instance, members must conclude 10 years of membership to 

be entitled to the membership of the Political Bureau, and 8 years to be admitted to the 

Central Committee and 2 years to the branch committee. Although the candidacy age for 

the membership of the party is 18, the internal processes do not refer to the representation 

level of youth nor do they set a specific period of time for youth to assume leadership 

positions. Moreover, the party holds conferences in a semi-confidential manner, as they do 

not announce their members in a transparent manner for security reasons. 

Article 11 of the Political Bureau, points No. 5+6 indicate that the maximum duration of the 

membership of the Political Bureau should not exceed two consecutive sessions; no more 

than 10 years. The candidate for the Political Bureau must have concluded more than 10 

years of membership, and the maximum duration of office of the Secretary-General must 

not exceed two consecutive sessions; no more than 10 years. Article 12 also refers to the 

principle of collective leadership and dialogue as well as the avoidance of the worship of 



 

 

persons. All of the above are general principles that might be the first step of achieving the 

aspired change through enhancing the participation of youth within the party bodies, but 

they are not sufficient. 

In Article 25, item 6 refers to "the election of the Central Committee and leaders at other 

levels respects the principles of leadership renewal and continuity", which is a vague 

indication to increase the level of youth representation in higher bodies. 

Fida Party 

In its third conference, Fida presented some recommendations to increase the 

representation of women and youth by 50%, which is the highest percentage among all 

parties. The party held three conferences, elected a central committee of 40 members and 

replaced the Secretary-General three times. 

In the political processes of the party, there a a clear statement that promotes equality, the 

enactment of democratic legislation and the struggle for social justice, where an 

amendment to the party's rules of procedure gives youth 50% representation in the party’s 

bodies. 

Popular Struggle Front 

There is a clear reference in the internal rules of the Struggle Front, to the importance of 

promoting social justice and equality among citizens, protecting public and fundamental 

freedoms, and ensuring political pluralism and the transfer of power. However, this 

reference was not reflected into internal regulations that enhance the representation of 

women and youth in the supreme leadership bodies of the party. 

Students’ Struggle Bloc, which is affiliated to this party, indicates in its definition that the 

mission of the party is to defend and protect the youth from any attempts to obliterate its 

identity and to point out that youth are a key element in the renaissance and development 

of society. Article 26 in the internal processes of the Front, the representation of women in 

the central and leadership bodies shall not exceed 25%, whereas the representation of 

youth shall not exceed 30%. 

Palestinian National Initiative: 

The Palestinian National Initiative is the most recent among Palestinian parties. A 

comprehensive overview of the initiative was published in official agencies (Wafa, Al Jazeera 

and Free Encyclopedia). However, youth were only referenced in the context of social work. 

It was not possible to achieve an internal political program or process other than the 

alternative national strategy for achieving freedom, which calls for renewing political 

leadership by engaging a new generation of youth, activating youth participation in 

Palestinian communities abroad, holding legislative and presidential elections and reshaping 



 

 

the National Assembly, which opens the door for the younger generation to participate in 

leadership bodies. 

The party also did not hold conferences, nor did it develop an internal system or a political 

program. What is available is a set of general principles that summarize only the alternative 

national strategy for achieving freedom and does not include any references to increasing 

the representation of youth in leadership bodies. 

What can be noticed from the above is that the lack of youth engagement in parties is due 

to the following reasons: 

First: the absence of clear and binding texts in the internal processes of some parties that 

allocate a specific percentage for youth. Even if they exist somewhere, they are not 

reflected into real practices.  

Second: restricting decision making centers to a number of senior leaders and marginalizing 

the role of youth. It is also noted that the proportion of youth gradually declines as we go 

higher in the leadership hierarchy. 

Third: these parties do not exert enough effort to detail programs and policies that touch on 

the concrete issues of youth and overcome their traditional discourse. 

Fourth: the lack of youth engagement at the decision-making level in Palestinian parties and 

movements, which forced them to resort to sub-identities such as the tribe and the family. 

Fifth: the predominance of the concepts of negative adjustment on youth. 

Sixth: lack of a safe environment that allows youth to express their needs and concerns. 

Seventh: leaders of political parties are totally dominated by their internal conflicts and 

interests. 

Eighth: The lack of youth political participation led to the emergence of the phenomenon of 

political negativity and depression. 

Recommendations: 

First: allocate an appropriate proportion for youth in the internal processes of political 

parties that takes into consideration their role within political parties and the society in 

general. 

Second: reduce the candidacy age that entitles youth to hold different leadership positions 

within parties. 

Third: ensure the periodicity of elections and internal conferences and eliminating any age 

restrictions for candidacy and participation. 



 

 

Fourth: hold educational workshops for youth that contribute to providing them with 

political and organizational experiences. 

Fifth: adopt clear and transparent criteria such as participation and efficiency. 

Sixth: revive the voluntary spirit to promote the concepts of belonging and citizenship 

among youth. 

Seventh: determine a certain period of time for assuming a leadership position, which shall 

not exceed 6 years. 

Eighth: Re-activate the General Union of Palestinian Students among Palestinians here and 

abroad. 

 


