
 
The Impact of limited safe spaces allocated for youth in Palestinian refugee camps on the 

development process 
 
Executive Summary: 
The study indicate that the problems and complications of life in the Palestinian camps (such as 
the limited areas that did not keep up with the natural growth of the population, the spread of 
poverty and the high unemployment rate) cast a shadow over the conditions of youth in refugee 
camps and negatively affected their spirit. This was resulted from the absence of many elements 
hindering their development, as there is a significant lack of job opportunities and decent spaces 
that would support them in improving their living conditions. 
 
In addition to the lack of a development plan, most of the development plans prepared by 
decision makers in refugee camps are based on restoring infrastructure and improving living 
conditions to lift refugees from extreme poverty to average living conditions. Developmental 
ideas are mainly concerned with daily sustenance rather than sustainable development. 
 
The safe allocated spaces for youth and women centers and clubs have remained narrow and 
limited, exactly the same as they were first established since the fifties of the last century.  
 
The factors highlighted by the previous study that focused on Balata Camp as a study case, 
created a frustrated group of youth, who are not concerned about enhancing their role in the 
developmental processes, as much as to meet the requirements of daily living. 
Therefore, the study recommends that decision makers in refugee camps intervene to rescue 
youth in refugee camps, through investing in their energies and allocating them with spaces 
through renting or possessing new lands adjacent to refugee camps. These spaces aim at 
recognizing the important role of Palestinian youth in developmental processes, while 
emphasizing that expanding the adding spaces to refugee camps does not affect the refugees’ 
Right of Return, but improves their living conditions. 
 
It is also crucial to formulate public policies that urge the popular committees within refugee 
camps to adopt within their project plans awareness and education programs for youth groups 
that preserve the historical memory of the camps and strengthen the national culture and 
develop the spirit of volunteerism throughout the year and not only during annual events. 
 
It is also important to increase the financial support for youth and women institutions within 
refugee camps to enable them to enhance their developmental role and improve their living 
conditions. 
 
Achieving the above-mentioned goals can be done by allocating a group of Palestinian lending 
funds and financial institutions to provide young refugees with soft loans, with a precondition 
that it should be monitored and used in small-scale production projects. 
 



Developing sport clubs to keep up with modern developments in the world of sports is also 
recommended, by providing them with sport equipment and trainers. In addition, renting and 
possessing pieces of land adjacent to refugee camps is also needed to build an integrated 
complex for each refugee camp that includes recreational clubs and women centers.  
 
Lastly, political factions and competent official institutions are required to assume their 
responsibilities towards youth in Palestinian camps. 
 


